ABSZESSE DER GLANDULAE BULBOURETHRALES VON MAUSEN DURCH PASTEURELLA PNEUMOTROPlCA ABCES DES GLANDES BULBO-URETHRALES DES SOURIS cAusEs PAR PASTEURELLA PNEUMOTROPlCA
C3H/Bi/Icrf and Simpson/Jcrf adult male mice are often submitted for investigation, singly or in small groups, with unilateral or bilateral swellings in the perineal region. These invariably prove to be abscesses containing green creamy pus. Bacteriological examination yields Pasteurella pneumatropica in nearly all cases.
Careful dissection of the perineal region reveales that the abscesses involve the bulbourethral glands on one or both sides ( Fig. 1 ). Jn some cases an abscess fully replaces the bulbourethral gland on one side, whilst the gland on the other side is enlarged, showing on histological section evidence of infiltration with polymorphs ( Fig. 2) , accumulation of purulent material in the dilated ducts, and other inflammatory changes.
These may be milder or earlier manifestations of the same process that leads to abscess formation. Jn culture the organism produces non-haemolytic, slightly opaque, yellowish coloured colonies of 1 mm diameter on 5 % blood-agar plates after 24 h aerobic incubation. It is a non-motile, small, gram-negative coccobacillus, with a tendency to form short filaments.
It is oxidase-, catalase-, urease-and nidole-positive.
It produces acid but no gas in glucose, lactose, sucrose, maltose, and xylose, but it does not acidify mannitol and inositol. 6 5-week-old C3H/Bi/Icrf mice were injected subcutaneously with 0·1 ml of pus obtained from the abscesses, and 6 such mice received 0·05 m1 of a 24hour broth culture of the organism.
All developed abscesses at the site of the injection within a week, and 2 out of 2 abscesses examined from each group yielded Pasteurella pneumotropica.
